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WEDNESDAY, MAR CH 9, 1796. 


Die Veneris, 11 Martii, 1796. 
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ORDERED, | 
B* the Lords Spiritual and/Temporal in par- 
liament aſſembled, That the Thanks of this 
Houſe be, and are hereby given to the LonDο BISHOor 
of EXETER, for the Sermon by him preached before 


this Houſe on Wedne/day laſt, in the Abvey Church, 
Weſtminſter; and he is hereby deſired to cauſe the 


ſame to be forthwith men waits and publiſhed. 
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EE GEORGE ROSE, 
; 8 een, 


A 
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S E R M O N tend +} 


PREACHED BEFORE THE 


LORDS SPIRITUAL any TEMPORAL, 


IN THE 
ABBEY CHURCH, WESTMINSTER, 
on 
WEDNESDAY) MARCH 9, 1796; 


BEING 
THE DAY APPOINTED BY HIS n PROCLAMATION 


FOR A | 


GENERAL, FAST. 


A, Buller <Y | 
By nm Loxy BIS HOP or EXETER. 


LON D O N: 
PRINTED FOR, T. PAYNE, AT THE MEWS GATE. 
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IF YE CONTINUE IN MY WOuD; THEN ARE YE Mr 
DISCIPLES INDEED; AND YE SHALL KNOW THE 
TRUTH, AND THE, TRUTH SHALL MAKE rou 
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"THE erroneous: ideas which the Jews: of our 
F © 'Saviour's time entertained of the nature of 
the Meſſiah's kingdom, kept them in a conſtant diſ- 
poſition to revolt againſt their Roman governors 
upon every provocation. They had moreover a 
conceit, that being heirs of the promiſe to the poſ- 
terity of Abraham by the free woman, they were, 
civilly conſidered, a free people, and of courſe they 
were jealous of every ſuggeſtion to the contrary, not- 


N all the mortifying effects of ſubjection 
B 8 to 
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nr 


8! 


to the Romans, which they continually ſuſtained. - 
When, therefore, our Saviour intimates to them in 
the text, that they were not now free, but might be 
made ſo by the knowledge of the truth, they treat 
the imputation as an abſurdity to which their privi- 
leges, as the children of Abraham, and their condi- 
tion, as living by their own laws, formed the moſt 
direct contradiction. Whence our Lord takes im- 
mediate occaſion to open to them the nature of that 
liberty with which the truth, that ſaving truth 
which he came to reveal, and that only, could make 
them free, namely, from the ſervitude of fin. 
© 'WHOSOLVER COMMITTETH SIN,” ſays he, © 18 THE 
„ SLAVE OF six :” and with the ſame view he adds, 

& 1F THE SON SHALL MAKE YOU FREE, YE "SHALE 
© BE FREE INDEED.” 


Thar a ſtate of ſin is a ſtate of fervitude to the 
dominion of evil habits and unruly appetites, and 
that Chriſtianity, by the whole nature and deſign of 
it, is eminently calculated, beyond all other ſyſtems 
of religion or philoſophy, to free men from the ty- 

3 ranny 
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Tranny of their on paſſions, and the ſlavery of finz 

are truths which, however ufeful to be inſiſted on, 
may, at preſent, merely be aſſumed, becauſe: ad- 
mitted by the moſt determined enemies of the Goſ- 
pel, by men who, miſtaking licentiouſneſs for liberty, 
have made it their principal quarrel againit our holy 
religion, that it abridges their liberty, and would 
curb them in the gratification of ſome paſſions, 
which habit. and faſhion incite them to indulge 
without reſtraint. Whatever happineſs; therefore, 
can be derived from the due government and com- 

troul of our paſſions, is a praiſe due to the Goſpel, 
and conſequently Chriſtianity is in the higheſt de- 
gree favourable to that internal order and ſelf-go- 
vernment, wherein conſiſts the perfection of: more} 


liberty, Wer ian 2.00 


Tus the text, in the prime intention of its divine 
Author, is to be explained by the happy influences 
of Chriſtianity upon the moral liberty of man. But 
as this moral liberty is the beſt and ſureſt foundation 

of every other ſort, thence, armed with the conſiſ- 
ne B 2 | - *tency 
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tency of truth, we are encouraged to meet the para- 
dox which the wild violence of republican frenzy 
hath brought into diſcuſſion, by denouncing and 
aboliſhing the Chriſtian religion, as the fworn foe 
of political liberty; we are encouraged to meet this 
paradox, and to confute this calumny, by arguments 
drawn from the general nature and genius of the 
Goſpel, from the univerſality of its benefits and pro- 
viſions, the benevolence of its morals, and, laſtly, 
from the method of reaſoning and inſtruction in 
which it was firſt offered to the worle. 


I. THAT God is no reſpecter of perſons, is a docs - 


trine of natural religion, deducible from the divine 
attributes of power, wiſdom, and goodneſs. Vet 
ſo certain and ſo ſenſibly felt are the differences of 
human conditions, that poverty and ignorance are 
ever liable to fall into many untoward reflections on 
the inequality of their lot, and to be ſeduced by 
them into the moſt fatal outrages upon the peace 
and good order of ſociety ; while, on the other hand, 
wicked politicians are always on the wateh to take 

advantage 


19 1 


advantage of the low eſtate of one part of mankind 
to depreſs the other. Reaſon, or the light of nature, 
doth, no doubt, afford principles of private and 
ſocial happineſs, to reſtrain the contrary exceſſes both 
of anarchy and deſpotiſm, and to preſerve that 
equal liberty, which is the happy medium between 
two pernicious extremes; but as we may defy ma- 
lice to ſuggeſt, that the original inſtitutes of Chrif- 
tianity contain any doctrines or precepts to contra- 
dict thofe genuine dictates of nature; ſo ve may ſaſe· 
ly affirm, that the Goſpel ſupplies many documents 
of great advantage to the cauſe of public liberty. that 
are quite peculiar: to itſelf, and that this counſel and 
work of God; is in the higheſt degree congenial to 
thoſe forms and adminiſtrations of civil government; 
which make the moſt equal sen, human life 
nem ay nA To 27 1h111c1542 M Sdvbrg ws 
Past IAT Barca big denn tho: adito 

In the great ſcheme of Chriſtian, redemption, all 


men ſtand upon the ſame level: 4 IN CHRIST JESUS 


„ THERE,,IS, NEITHER, BOND. NOR FREE a, but 


(a) Gal. iii. v. 28. 
« THERE | 


120 
„% THERE 15 oN BOBY, AND ONE SPIRIT, EVEN AS. 
4 WF ARE CALLED IN ONE HOPE OF OUR CALLING; 
c ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM, ONE GOD 
c AND FATHER OF ALL, WHO IS ABOVE ALL, AND 
% 'THROUGH ALL, AND IN US ALL T. WE BEING 
6 MANY ARE ONE BODY IN CHRIST, AND EVERY 
4 ONE MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER c).” As we are 
all included under fin, we have all the ſame remiſ- 
ſion to obtain by the blood of Chriſt; we have the 
ſame ſalvation to work out by the fame means of 
godlineſs and honeſty, and as equal is the proba- 
tion, equal will be the reward'of high and low, rich 
and poor, for ** WHATSOEVER GOOD THING ANY MAN 
5 DOETH, THE SAME SHALL HE RECEIVE or THE 
„% LORD, WHETHER HE BE BOND OR FREE/d).” The 
means of Grace, appointed in the Scripture, are Pray- 
er and the two Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Supper 
of the Lord. In our bleſſed Saviour's own preſcribed 
form of prayer, we are taught to addreſs our Creator 


(4) Eph. iv. v. 4,5, 6. (e) Rom. xii, v. 5. (4) Ep vi. VE. 


F by 


Foe] 
by the title of our common Father; to put us ĩn mind! 
of the relation which all men'dearito each other as 
brethren and children of the fare family : f ON 
«SPIRTT ARE WE ALI BAPTIZED” iNTO ONE BoD, 
« WHETHER WE BE BOND OR FREE (2)? And in 
the communion of the Lord's table, we are ſymboli- 
cally inſtructed that . wx BEING MANY” AE ONE 
„ READ, AND ONE 500 T] and it 59 not unwortliy 
of obſervation here, that the ſevereſt reprehenſion, 
which the great apoſtle of the Gentiles has left on 
any ſociety of Chriſtians, was ocenſſoned by an 
attempt to make an invidious ſeparation hetween the 
rich and the n in the nnn of this holy 
unte NA TT AAA FAIVE QT ng 
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2. Ir after what has been thus briefly and imper- 
fectly ſtated, of the doctrines and inſtitutions of 
Chriſtianity, which have ſo manifeſt an influence 
upon practice and behaviour, 1 ſhoutd go into a de. 


(e) 1 Cor. xii. v. 1 3. 91 Cor. x. v. 17: | (g) x Cor, xi. v. 21, 22. 


tail 


[ 12 ]” 


tail of particulars: to prove the public ſpirit of its 
moral /precepts, I ſhould do no more than take up 
your time with the, confeſſion of ſome; of its moſt 
virulent adverſaries. Suffice it - therefore to ſay, 
that in the one moral maxim of doing unto all men 
as we would they ſhould, do unto us, we have a 
code of liberty and toleration, which tyranny will, 
never be able to annul, nor the craft of enemies to: 
explain away. | o iH de 0 


* * * — 


3. THE grand commiſſion given by our bleſſed 
Saviour to his apoſtles, was a command to “ GO 
« OUT INTO ALL THE WORLD,' AND PREACH THE 
© GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE ;“ not ,exclu-: 
ſively or in preference to the wiſe, the learned, 
the rich, or the noble, but to perſons of every 
rank and deſcription. Our Lord, indeed, ſpeaks of 
it as the peculiar diſtinction of his Goſpel, , that the 
Poor had it preached unto them (i; a circumſtange,, 


, Mark xvi, v. 15. (i) Matt. xi, v. 5» 


very 


a 
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CF 


very deſcriptive of the character and genius of 
Chriſtianity, whoſe doctrines and myſteries are 
equally revealed to all, which provides nothing to 
gratify the pride of philoſophy, or to countenance 
the impoſtures of policy or ſuperſtition: « THIS 
& THING WAS Nor firſt DONE IN A CORNER ihr 
nor has it ever, affected obſcurity in the ſequel. On | 
the contrary, as all its evidences are to be judged of 
. by thoſe faculties which God has given to man' for 
the inveſtigation of truth, ſo it opens itſelf to general 
diſcuſſion, . and invites the freeſt examination of 
enemies 3 as well as friends. Whatever difficulties and 
diſcouragernents may at any time have been raifed, 
againſt a free and unlimited inquiry into the foun- 
dstions o of our holy faith, have derived no authority 
from the Goſpel itſelf, neither agreeing with its 


8111 


principles, its nature, or profeſſions, which are 
. thoſe of a direct appeal to the judgment of human 


 Teaſony,. for the proof of its truth and divinſty. 
Whenever, f therefore, either! un aprincipled politicians, 
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L 74 ] 
or miſtaken zealots, have thought it for their purpoſe 
to throw any obſtacles in the way of religious li- 
berty, the great expedient on which the former 
moſt depended for the ſucceſs of their deſign, has 
been to prevent the ſacred oracles being read, by 
diſcredit and ridicule, and the latter by prohibiting 
the ſtudy of them, as the irreconcileable enemy of 
all uſurped dominion over the conſciences of men. 
This is ſo notoriouſly the caſe in the church of 
Rome, that it would be ſuperfluous to mention it at 
all, but for the ſake of adding, that to the Reforma- 
tion, in which the unreſtrained circulation of the 
Scriptures bore a leading part, are all the free ſtates 
of Europe more or leſs indebted for the liberty 
they now enjoy. As to us, the inhabitants of this 
nation in particular, with all our partiality for the 
free-born ſpirit of our anceſtors, we can ſcarce ima- 
gine, that the liberty they enjoyed under our Henrys 
and our Edwards, will bear any compariſon with 
the freedom of the preſent century; which poſſeſſes 
that rare felicity of thinking freely, and ſpeaking 


what we think, in a meaſure and degree unknown 
to 


1 - 
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to the Roman | tzmes, which were thus diſtinguiſhed 
by the pencil of · the hiſtorian e, but which were un 
happily ſtained with the perſecution of Chriſtians, 
on no other provocation than that of refuſing to pay 
divine worſhip to the image Fehr an heathen god or an 


644 ; 
1 1 T9713"! 4 : 


opera t | 
Ir the ſpirit of Chriſtianity i is to be judged of, as 
ſure it may, from the conduct of the firſt pub- 
liſhers, diſciples, and apologiſts, we may affirm, that 
it is in the higheſt degree congenial to the trueſt 
and beſt ſpirit of liberty; for ſurely it is no de- 
baſement of the latter, to be ſubject to the ſpirit of 
piety. Not to inſiſt on the free expoſtulations of 
our bleſſed Saviour with the ſpiritual rulers of the 

Jews, his warm remonſtrances againſt their hypo- 
criſy, their pride and oppreſſion, or the noble con- 
feſſion of truth which He witneſſed before Pontius 
pilate, let us look to the benuviour of ow friends 


— 8 


r Tacitus Hiſt, lb. 1. e. 1 e * 
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L 16 ] 
and followers. The firſt, ſpeech ol t. peter 2 to 
the rulers of the people and elders of Iſrael, whoſe 
hands were Rill reeking with the blood of Jeſus, 
is the boldeſt remonſtrance againſt the guilt of an 
atrocious murder, that ever truth dared to utter 
againſt injuſtice armed with power. And when 
the ſame perſecutors of the name of Chriſt, com- 
manded him and his colleague not to ſpeak at all, 
nor to teach in the name of Jeſus, what was their 
reply? © WHETHER IT BE RIGHT IN THE $1GHT 
*© OF GOD TO HEARKEN UNTO YOU MORE © THAN 
60 UN TO GOD, JUDGE YE. FOR WE CANNOT BUT 
„ SPEAK THE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE SEEN. AND 
& HEARD mn): An appeal as much ſaperior to the 
higheſt expreſſions of republican zeal, as the in- 
tereſts of life eternal exceed the value of temporal 
life and property. When St. Paul was called to plead 
the Chriſtian cauſe before Felix, „HE REASONED OF 
„„ RIGHTEOUSNESS, TEMPERANCE, AND JUDGMENT 


* TO COME (u) to a corrupt and unprincipled magi- 


Acts ii. (m) Ads iv. v. 19, 20. (n) Acts xxiv. v. 25. 
ſtrate, 
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ſtrate, with that open intrepidity of f peech, for which 
the Greeks had invented a peculiar term, but of 
which the whole hiſtory of Grecian eloquence never 
afforded a more illuſtrious example. And when did 
the ſpirit of liberty ever glow with a nobler ardour, 
when was the love of truth ever animated with 
greater magnanimity, or tempered with more judg- 
ment and grace of manner, than in the reply of the 
fame apoſtle to king Agrippa? 1 WOULD TO 
6 GOD, THAT NOT ONLY THOU, BUT ALSO ALL 
66 THAT HEAR ME THIS DAY, WERE BOTH ALMOST, 
4e AND ALTOGETHER SUCH ASI Au, EXCEPT THESE 


«© BONDS (0 9. * 
1 from the apoſtles we deſcend to the apologiſts 
of the ages immediately ſucceeding, we ſhall find 
the ſame ſpirit of liberty exerting itſelf in them, 
and inſpiring them with a firmneſs of adherence 
to the cauſe of truth, which triumphed over every 
fear of death and torture, and on which the Stoical 
emperor, with a prejudice unworthy of his general 
6 Adds xxvi. * . 
candour, 


1181 


candour, caſts a diſingenuous charge of obſtinacy, 
Such, indeed, was their ſincerity and courage, that 
they boldly challenged their adverſaries to the 
ſevereſt ſcrutiny of their cauſe, and of the lives 
and manners of its numerous profeſſors; and as 
they argued with the utmoſt force of reaſon againſt 
the abſurdities and impieties of the Pagan worſhip, 
they gave no quarter to the bigotry of their perſe- 
cutors, nor even ſpared the emperors themſelves, 
for admitting the idolatrous adoration which flattery 
and ſuperſtition conſpired to pay them. Surely, then, 
we are authorized to demand, why theſe pious ad- 
vocates of the Chriſtian cauſe, pleading for the 
toleration of the religion they profeſſed, and pro- 
teſting againſt: the abominations of ſuperſtition 
protected by power, are not to be numbered among 
the patrons and aſſertors of public freedom ? Is it, 
that the liberty of worſhipping God according to the 
pureſt notions of the divine nature, 1s a privilege of 
leſs value than that which regards life and property ? 
or is the meekneſs of Chriſtian wiſdom, leſs amiable 


+ Lardner Teſt. vol. ii. p. 168, 
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in itſelf, or leſs worthy of approbation, than the high 
ſpirit of public freedom? A more juſt eſtimate in 
the compariſon will teach us, that a ſincere Chriſ- 
tian, dying for an honeſt affertion of the rights of 
conſcience and the truth of God, is at leaſt as well 
entitled to a memorial among the martyrs 'of 
liberty, as the leader of a party who bleeds upon 
the ſcaffold for a virtuous oppoſition to the meaſures. 
of a corrupt court. 


IT remains for me only to add a very few occa-- 
ſional reflections, not irrelative to the ſubject. 


THarT open and avowed renunciation of Chri- 
tianity which has taken place in France, is the moſt 
aſtoniſhing inſtance of a general and ſudden apoſ- | 
tacy, that has ever ſtigmatized any age or country; 
and if we forbear to pronounce upon it, that it is a 
token of that judicial blindneſs which is the laſt and 
ſevereſt judgment of God upon a guilty nation, it 
is a forbearance for which they are beholden to the 
mildneſs and candour of that very Chriſtian reli-- 


gion which they have trampled under foot. In their 
preſent: 


20 ] 
preſent unchriſtianized ſtate, they hold out to the ſur- 
rounding nations an aw ful leſſon of admonition; and 
what it is we may learn from the advice of St. Paul, 
in a caſe not wholly diſſimilar: WELL; BECAUSE QF 
' 6 UNBELIEF THEY WERE BROKEN OFF, AND THoU 
& $TANDEST BY FAITH. BE NOT HIGH MINDED, BUT 
„ prAR{p);” fear, not for the ſake of Chriſtianity, 
leſt the arm of violence ſhould extinguiſh it: „THE 
% HEATHEN MAY RAGE, AND THEIR RULERS TAKE 
© COUNSEL TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND 
© AGAINST HIS ANOINTED, SAYING, LET US BREAK 
cc THEIR BONDS ASUNDER, AND CAST AWAY THEIR 
© CORDS FROM US: HE THAT SITTETH IN HEAVEN 
„ SHALL LAUGH, THE LORD SHALL HAVE THEM IN 
« DERISION(q).” The ark of God has been toſſed 
up and down in many a tempeſtuous ſea, but ſhe 
has ſtill eſcaped ſhipwreck, and rode out every 
ſtorm, and no real believer of the Goſpel will eyer be 
in terrors for the final iſſue of her voyage. But in 
this ſecurity Chriſtianity ſeems to addreſs herſelf 
to us, as its divine Author beſpoke the women who 


(2) Rom. xi. v. 20, Pf. ii. v. 1, 2/5 . 


bewailed 
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bewailed him in the way to Mount Calvary, As 
He ſaid to them, DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM, 
66 WEEP NOT FOR ME, BUT WEEP FOR YOURSELVES, 
« AND FOR YOUR CHILDREN Vr); ſo we ſeem to 
hear His holy religion addrefling us, Sons and 
Daughters of Britain, “ Fear not for me, Jeſt 1 
<« ſhould be overthrown and come to nought, 
« but fear for yourſelves and your poſterity, leſt 
<« that glorious light of truth, which ye have un- 
e oratefully received, ſhould be judicially with- 
„drawn from you.“ That this is no groundleſs 
apprehenſion, we ſhall be but too well perſuaded 
when we conſider, on one fide, the unrermitting 
induſtry with which the enemies of our faith are 
inceſſantly employed to unſettle mens principles 
in religion, to degrade the perſon, and diminiſh 
the authority of Chriſt; and on the other, the 
eager curioſity, to ſay no worſe, with which everx 
ſuch attempt is received and ſought after, It tends 
not to leſſen the cauſe of our fears, that the changes 
1 to be introduced into our 2 


(r) Luke xxiil. v. 28. 
D .Church 
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Church and State, are recommended to us under 
the ſpecious pretext of Reformation: but let us 
beware of guile; we want not to have our religion 
purified by the philoſophy of atheiſm, nor is our 
civil Conſtitution ſuch a compound of error and 
corruption, as to make us fall into the ranks of reſt- 
leſs and ſeditious Reformers, or to give any encou- 
ragement to thoſe devouring invaders, who pro- 
claim liberty and fraternity before them, and leave 
a deſert behind. Such reformations were, in ages 
paſt, introduced into the Eaſtern empire by the 
followers of Mahomet, and the deplorable ſtate of 
thoſe countries now for many centuries, is a token 
to the world, that no advantages of ſoil and climate, 
nor high refinement 1n arts and letters, afford any 
ſecurity to a people renouncing Chriſtianity, againſt 
the deſolations of ignorance and barbarity. When 
theſe calamities were intimated to the church of 
Epheſus by the word of prophecy, it was with the 
addition of a gracious admonition to repent, ſo to 
ſave herſelf from ruin and extinction. “ WILL. 
© COME UNTO THEE QUICKLY, AND REMOVE THY 
&© CANDLE= 
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© CANDLESTICK OUT OF ITS PLACE, EXCEPT THOU 
„ REPENT {s}.” May the fad experience of other 
nations be inſtead of the warning voice of prophecy 
to us, and effectually perſuade us diligently to ſeek 
the things which belong to our peace before they be 
hid from our eyes. LET US LAY ASIDE EVERY 
c wEIGHT J,“ and eſpecially that ſin of apoſtacy 
from our God and Saviour, to which we are fo ſolici- 
touſly invited, and“ LET Us RUN WITH PATIENCE 
& THE RACE THAT IS SET BEFORE us,” aflured that 
if we © BE FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH, WE SHALL OB- 
4 TAIN THE CROWN OF LIFE{#},” «LET US HOLD 
« FAST THE PROFESSION OF OUR FAITH WITHOUT 
«© WAVERING {x/},” and „ STAND FAST IN THE. 
4 LIBERTY WHEREWITH/ CHRIST HATH MADE US 


«© FREE NY.“ 


(+) Rev, ii. v. 3. (t) Heb, xii. v. 1. (] Rev. l. v. 10. 
(x) Heb. x. v. 23. (y) Gal. v. 1» 


THE END. 
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